The Ballad of Bucky the Bear
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But one day, as Bucky was frolicking through the candy cane lane, he saw something that didn't make him happy at all.
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can't reach any of the

lollipops
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"Why are you crying?" Bucky asked

I/
L 3
/)
= 3

I
!
(oK)

I/
L 3

V1)
= 3

It was Percy the Pig, and he was crying.
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And with that he began to cry anew, and his tears were so great and
powerful that Bucky was certain his own heart would break.
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because you can climb trees, but I'm starving down here."

in the trees," Percy said. "It's fine for you,
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Then suddenly, with a great flapping of wings, fluttered down the wise old owl,
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the smartest person in all of Toyland. "Too- hoo! What seems to be the problem?" she exclaimed
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"Hoo- this IS quite a dilemma," said the wise old Owl.

"I must think."

A

And think she did, for quite
some time, until-
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Owl, sounding very bossy and smart, "then you'd be exercising power over him. He'd be dependant on you, rather than his own

E- ]t

abilities, and that would be unfair."
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= Bucky went home to his quiet little cottage and = §

went to sleep- he was very tired, and I guess, a little sad...
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o8 The next morning was very cold, but Bucky didn't mind, so he got up and went out anyway.
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He was shocked at first to see the lollipop forest devastated- - /1
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E But when he saw Percy crying in the mud of his pen, with the wise old owl bending over him, he wasn't so sure...
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But, no matter how hard he tried, he couldn't think of anything.
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"Look on the bright side, Bucky old pal."

167

N Nt N N
1
o
N
& W
g AN \HW
>Atmu
X
NI
==
ol
. =t
ol ‘3
&0
<
=
b
2
P 2
= L
wn
ol
AL
Y
NG NE

\e

mp

The next day, a peculiar thing happened.
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"Look on the bright side."
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Bucky didn't go out to frolic in the (now empty) forest.

Or didn't happen, as it were.
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He didn't even leave his cottage.
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He told himself it was because he didn't much care for the cold weather.

He didn't even leave his bed.
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But that wasn't the truth.

He told himself it was because he was ashamed of his hairless body.
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I was afraid."

"In short...
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It has been decided...

We believe it is unfair that you have this beautiful, warm

"Too-hoo! Good morning...

little cottage, while Percy lives in a mud pen...
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_A Slowly

Bucky said nothing... What was there to say? He marched slowly outside.
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Now, at least, everything was definitely fair...
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